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 The concept of technical superiority over numerical superiority was and still is the 

driving force in American submarine development. A number of Third World countries are acquiring 

modern state-of-the-art non-nuclear submarines. Countering this threat is the primary mission of 

U.S. nuclear attack submarines. 

Their other missions range from intelligence collection and special forces delivery to anti-ship and 

strike warfare. These are designed to be exceptionally quiet, fast well-armed. It is a 

multi-mission 

vessel, capable of deploying to forward ocean areas to search out and destroy enemy submarines 

and surface ships and to fire missiles in support of other forces. Attack submarines also carry the 

cruise missile. 

 Newport News Shipbuilding Co.; General Dynamics Electric Boat Division.

 One nuclear reactor, one shaft

 360 feet (109.73 meters)

 33 feet (10.06 meters)

 Approx. 6,900 long tons (7010.73 metric tons) submerged

 20+ knots (23.02+ miles per hour, 37.05 +kph)

13 Officers, 121 Enlis

ted

 missiles, VLS tubes (SSN 719 and later),  torpedoes, four torpedo tubes
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Fleet Ballistic Missile Submarines - SSBN
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 Strategic deterrence has been the sole mission of the fleet ballistic missile 

submarine (SSBN) since its inception in 1960. The SSBN provides the nation's most survivable 

and enduring nuclear strike capability. The  class submarine replaced aging fleet ballistic 

missile submarines built in the 1960s and is far more capable.

-class/ ballistic missile submarines provide the sea-based "leg" of the triad of U.S. 

strategic deterrent forces. The 18  SSBNs (each carrying 24 missiles), carry 50 percent 

of 

the total U.S. strategic warheads. Although the missiles have no pre-set targets when the 

submarine goes on patrol, the SSBNs are capable of rapidly targeting their missiles should the 

need arise, using secure and constant at-sea communications links. 

 The first eight  class submarines (s) were originally equipped with 24  

 I C-4 ballistic missiles. Beginning with the ninth  submarine,  (SSBN 

734), all new ships are equipped with the  II D-5 missile system as they are built, and the 

earlier s

hips are being retrofitted to  II.  II can deliver significantly more payload than 

 I C-4 and more accurately.

The -class submarines are specifically designed for extended deterrent patrols. To decrease 

the time in port for crew turnover and replenishment, three large logistics hatches are fitted to 

provide large diameter resupply and repair openings. These hatches allow sailors to rapidly 

transfer supply pallets, equipment replacement modules and machinery components, significantly 

reducing the 

time required for replenishment and maintenance. The class design and modern main 

concepts allow the submarines to operate for 15+ years between overhauls.

 General Dynamics Electric Boat Division.

 One nuclear reactor, one shaft

 560 feet (170.69 meters)

 42 feet (12.80 meters)

 16,764 long tons (17,033.03 metric tons) surfaced; 18,750 long tons (19,000.1 

metric tons) submerged

 20+ knots (23.02+ miles per hour, 37.05 +kph)
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Pearl Harbor, Hawaii has been home to the first Pacific Fleet submarines 

since the early 1900s.  In 1887, the Navy received exclusive rights to "Wai 

Momi," meaning "water of pearl" when the Hawaiian monarch, King David 

Kalakaua, signed a treaty to allow a coaling station and repair facility at  the 

harbor thanks to its key strategic location.  It wasn't until the Appropriations 

Act of May 13, 1908,  that the Navy was authorized to build a Naval Base at 

Pearl Harbor.

In the early years, undersea t

echnology was in its infancy and conceptually 

submarines were intended to serve as scouts for the rest of the fleet.  That all 

changed on December 7, 1941, when the Japanese attacked U.S. Naval 

forces in Pearl Harbor, including its prized battleships.  The first submarine 

to deploy on war patrol was USS GUDGEON (SS 211), which departed 

December 11.

During World War II, submarines comprised less than two percent of the 

Navy's personnel strength, yet accounted for sinking over five million tons of 

enemy shipping, or more than half of all Japanese ship losses in the entire 

war.  These heroic men conducted over 1,600 war patrols in a little over two 

years and sank over 1,000 Japanese merchant ships, and a significant 

portion of the Japanese Navy including a battleship, eight aircraft carriers, 15 

cruisers, 42 destroyers and 23 submarines.

But these accomplishments came with a heavy price. One out of every four 

men in the submarine service family died during World War II battles.  

Submarine f

atalities totaled 374 officers and 3,131 enlisted men in 52 boats 

lost. 

"We shall never forget that it was our submarines that held the lines against 

the enemy while our fleets replaced losses and repaired wounds.  It is to the 

everlasting honor and glory of our submarine personnel that they never 

failed us in our days of great peril," said Fleet Admiral Chester Nimitz, 

Commander In Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet during World War II. 

After World War II, the single objective of the Pacific Submarine F

orce was 

"rapid deployment of forces for immediate reaction to an attack on the United 

States or its allies."  In short, Pacific Force submarines fought the coldest of 

wars far below the surface, tracking Soviet boats and providing nuclear 

deterrence to potential adversaries. 

This period also proved the most revolutionary in submarine design 

development.  Most notably was the use of nuclear energy for  propulsion.  

With the advent of nuclear propulsion allowed for unlimited range and 

mobility, a

nd the umbilical cord to the ocean's surface was cut. 

Contrary to popular belief, the end of the Cold War brought an  to 

submarine tasking despite the decrease in available assets.  Responsibilities 

increasingly shifted to data collection, Tomahawk strike warfare 

contingencies, intelligence, surveillance, indications and warning, counter-

drug operations and engagement with allies. The  stealth and firepower of 

submarines have become a stalwart in the nation's defense inventory. 

Today, Pearl Harb

or is no longer an isolated overseas outpost.  Pacific 

Force submarines are home ported in San Diego, California, and Bangor, 

Wash.  Throughout the past 100 years, the Pacific Submarine Force has 

made bold, significant and steady contributions to the nation's security in 

times of war and peace.  As the force dives into it's second century of 

service, Sailors will strive to honor their proud heritage of achievement 

and sacrifice. Submariners will continue to safeguard the country's 

interests by p

roviding strategic deterrence, and projecting power and 

presence in the Western Pacific. 
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For more information check out

www.csp.navy.mil
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